
Search Engines- Google, Metacrawler, IMSA- see your project page. 
 
Query or Search Strategies 
AND 

 

OR 

 
OR is generally used for synonyms or 
related words 

NOT 

 
Eagles NOT Philadelphia 
 “Martin Luther” NOT King 

“Phrase searching” 
 

 
Stop using stop words in your searches! 
in, of, the, a, to you, why,  
who, what, on, than, then,  
their, an, his, her, be 
 
A question is not a query: 
How many buffalo are in the U.S.? 
What are famous landmarks in Peru? 

Can you create an effective “two word” 
search? 

 
Helpful hints for searching: 

• Brainstorm several key words and phrases—the ones you think would appear and 
wouldn’t appear in your dream document 

• Look for better words and phrases as you search 
• Include most important words and phrases first. 

 
Evaluate a site- you're the editor 

Who    What    When    Where    Why 
 
IMSA – see project links page 
Search Engine    Evaluation Page   Citation Wizard- choose the format and fill in the blank 


